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Acceptable Use Policies

As part of their ICT Development plans schools need to address the issue of
acceptable use of the Internet. We recommend that schools formulate an
‘acceptable use' policy, which covers use of the Internet by all users both in and
out of school. The following are points that colleagues should consider when
drawing up their policies.

The Internet is provided for the purpose of research and communication
and its use should be limited to this purpose.

Adults should supervise all student Internet sessions.

School policies apply to Internet use, in particular the equal opportunities
policy.

Students should not be given access to Newsgroups or 'chat areas' unless
using areas specifically designed for their safe use.

No personal details should be given out over the Internet except in carefully
approved circumstances (e.g. joint projects).

Students receiving questionable materials should report these
immediately to the supervising adult.

Particular care should be taken when performing Internet searches as the
search engine may accidentally return undesirable links.

Any undesirable material should be reported to filtering@rmplc.co.uk.

Adults using school Internet machines should be aware that all access is
logged, and that any material accessed may subsequently be viewed by
children.

Secondary schools should consider sending a letter home asking for
pupils and parents to sign their agreement to the above points.

We also recommend that schools get blanket permission to publish pictures
and photos on the Internet providing no details are published that could
identify individual children. For example, a photo of a group of children
working on a drawing. This can be done at the same time as
parents/guardians are asked for permission for children to participate in
educational visits. If a child can be identified from a picture, then individual
permission should be sought.

Colleagues needing additional help with their policies may contact any
member of the ICT Development Service for advice.
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